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interpreting The Stained Glass

HOLY TRINITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Prague, Minnesota



Special thanks to Jon Bergquist for your dedication to telling the
story of Holy Trinity’s windows.
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Introduction

In 1978, Holy Trinity Lutheran congregation built a new
church on the east end of New Prague. Shortly after the
church was completed, it became evident to anyone
standing before the congregation that there was a problem.
Pastor Don Foltz recalled that the rising sun would blind him
as worship began.

To remedy the problem, a plan was devised to add stained
glass panels to mute the effects of the sun. This was not a
cheap plan. The cost of such a project was around $12,000.
Those funds were raised through the benevolence of
seventeen families who came forward to fund the project.

A well-known stained glass artist, Richard Caemmerer Jr.,
working as a commissioned artist for Reinert’s Studio of
Winona, designed the stained glass panels. Based on Mr.
Caemmerer’s design, Reinert’s constructed all six panels and
then stored them for the church until funds were available,
at which point Reinert’s would deliver and install each panel.

Caemmerer never left an exact meaning for each glass
panel. What is known about the designs was gleaned from
his notes left as he created each panel.

Themes

The artist took the inspiration for the panels from the
church’s name, Holy Trinity. Each of the six panels depicts
how God surrounds the viewer and represents the Triune
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.






















































