CHANCEL LINES ARE SIMPLE BUT EFFECTIVE

N the May 1949 issue of the joint
publication of the Board of Ameri-
can Missions and the Board of For-

eign Missions—Augustana Missions—
there appeared an article by the Rev,
T. W. Wersell entitled “Times Have
Changed.” The article tells of all-
American home mission approach in an
effort to win all peoples for Christ re-
gardless of national background. In
this article the writer told of the estab-
lishment of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in New Prague, Minn,, “a com-
munity where our American conception
of home missions will be well tested.”
Here is the New Prague story.

In 1947 a few women felt the need of
a strong Protestant church. They were
concerned about the Christian educa-
tion of their children as well as their
own Christian faith. Their desire and
enthusiasm led them to talk to the Rev,
Conrad J. Buehler of Montgomery,
Minn., just south of New Prague. Pas-
tor Buehler' conducted services and
canvassed the field., The results of the
canvass were promising and on June
15, 1947, the first service was held in
a lodge hall. One hundred people at-
tended the first service. The average
attendance at the following services was
60. Thirty-three children attend the

new church school.” The mission was
organized and received into the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church op May 25, 1948,

Appealed to Our Church

Leadership ‘and support of the field -

was discontinued late in 1948, This left
the little congregation without guidance
or aid. Acting quickly, the Board of
Administration appealed to the Augus-
tana Lutheran Church through Dr. Ed-
gar Carlson, president of :Gustavus
Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minn. To
keep the work going until the field
could be investigated by the Board of
American Missions of our Church, the
Rev. Arnold ' Carlson, - professor . of
Chuistianity at.the college, gave leader-

ship to the little flock. Thus begins the
in- our:.

history of the congregation
Church. ‘ ~

On April 3 the organization' service
was conducted and on April 6, 1949, the
congregation was formally . organized.
At the time of reorganization, the mem-
bership of the -congregation numbered
63 adults and 52 children. The mem-
bers of the Board of Administration at
the time of reorganization weye: Dea~
cons—Charles Koktavy, Frank Pro-
shek, Wallace Miller, Marlin Fahren-

kamp; trustees—Fred Brandt, Emil

— By Birt Harris

church, with 230 in attendance.

Jn Three Short Wzrs L

They Organized
And Built

;‘ .

Pastor at New. Prague, Minn.

L

;

Dvorak, Elmer Winterfeldt and,Robert :

Kodadek. , ‘

A call was extended the. Rev. Birt g
Harris, who - arrived ‘on .the field: on .

September 30, 1949, from the Mayville-

Brocton  parish "in New York.. State. .
When . Pastor - Harrig -reached  New-

Prague the parsonage was nearing com-
pletion. : ‘ -

Had d ‘Mind to. Work

The history of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church'to date is similar to the history .

" of all new ‘missions.,  The New Prague
“story is & story of building, Ground -

was “broken for the parsonage on July
4, 1949, The parsonage ‘was dedicated
on November 27, the same year. The

‘following summer the garage was built,
Ground "~ 'was ~broken for-the . church_

building on May 6, 1951, and the corner-
stone ‘was laid on August 26 that same

year. On Easter Sunday, April 13, 1952

the first service was held in the new
The

church was dedicated September 14,

1952, . _

As buildings appeatred on the congre-
gation's property, interest in the new
mission increased and more and more
members were added to the roll. The
membership to- date is 106 adults and
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73 childven. The church . school min-

~isters to 91 children in all.

-In two respects the Holy Trinity con-
gregation is unique: the membership is
predominantly of Central European
extraction, Secondly, the buildings of
the congregation have been obtained at
a cost unheard of in these times of high
prices. The total cost of the parsonage
was $12,000. The total cost of the gar-
age was $500, and the total cost of the
church was $12,000, -Four building lots
on the edge of town were purchased for

$1,700. The building program has been -

financed locally without the aid of the
Church Extension Fund. The local bank
and members in the congregation gave
loans to further ‘the project,

Give 5,000 Hours of Labor
There is an explanation for this un-
usual a¢complishment. Wise planning,
intelligent choice of materials, together
with the donation . of well over 5,000

hours of labor by men, women and chil-

~dren in the econgregation is responsible
for the erection of ‘a church valued at
more. than $35,000.
The structure is one story, and mea-
sures. 32x72 feet, The nave can seat
+150 people normally, but has, on oc=
casion, seated 270. The chancel, which is

12x14 feet, holds a stone altar and bap-

tismal font. To the south is the sacristy
and to the north is the furnace room,

housing the radiant heat furnace. Water -

from the furnace is circulated by pumps

_ through coils in the floor to give clean,
even heat throughout the building,

- To the right of the entrance is the

" kitchen, measuring 10x15 feet. The kit~

‘chen is so situated that it can be used
as a mother’s room during the services.
A glass serving window and public ad-
dress system make it possible for moth-
ers to see and hear the service while

they care for their infants, 'To the left

of the entrance are two restrooms and

cloakroom. The balcony is located over
the kitchen and other rooms. The bal-
cony seats about 40 people. It can be
used as a choir loft,

A Triple Purpose Building -

For social purposes, the chancel can
be screened off. 'The nave will hold 150
people seated at banquet tables,  The
one~-story building is used for three
purposes: worship,education and social,

The congregation is grateful“{o the”

building committee for its untiring ef-
fort in seeing this project ‘through.
The committee members are: Wallace
Miller, chairman; Eugene Bundul, co-
chairman; Edward E. Navak, Erwin
Walth; Charles Koktavy, Emil Dvorak
and Frank Proshek, g
In the last three years, the.Ladies
Aid, riumbering between 30 and 40, has
turned over about $5,000 to the build-

ing fund, L

This is God’s house which the con-

gregation ha slabored to build, It hopes
that it has built well. The congregation’s
purpose is to bring God and man. to-
gether, so that new life, a new spirit,

and’ new vision and meaning may ‘be
- found in man’s vocation,

They Look Back with Wonder
.. The completed structure is the real-
ization of the prayers and dreams of
many.  The congregation looks back

with wonder. at the progress that has

been ‘made during three  short-years.

And, it looks forward to the work to-
“which He has-called us, We pray that

we may. be found faithful to the honor
of being called by God in Christ. . We
visualize the generation that is to fol-
low in the work that has begun here.
May they retain the spirit of adventure
under the guiding hand of God. .

“The - Americanized . conception ~ of
home missions” is well tested and found
to be-a productive one, '

A LIGHTED CROSS ADORNS THE FRONT
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WORLDWIDE

BIBLE READING
; THA'NKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS -

THE theme this year is “The Word of
Life,” The following Scripture .se-
lections will bring out. helpful 1iruths,
These 29 readings were listed by 1,096
ministers - as’ their favorite selections
on this theme, ~

27 Thanksgiving
28 i e .Psalms 91
29 Lo A voor..Psalms 121
30 Sunday ,...... . Cere e Psalms 1
' DECEMBER
| eviere iy Psalms 27
P {veveses. . Psalms 46
‘ b e e ey e L Psalms 90
IR SIS N P NI (F:11:1 (W (1]
B RN TR vevarisien. Jsalah 55
6 ... . R Matthew 5,1-26 -
A Sunday. ... ... Matthew 5. 27-48
8 i e e e Matthew “6,1-18
L I S K A Matthew - 6, 19-34 -
10,0 i vivivere s s Matthew 7
Al i i e ydiiv . John 14
B S PRI 1)} T ¢
13,00 . L e e John 17
¢ Sunday.... Psalms 23
........................ ve. ..Luke 15
16 ... R S +v.. Romans. ‘8
Vi AT +«v. ;Romans 12
évessvs e JEphesians 6
ien cviisviiveessiies . Philippians 4
20 Lio o ed i O Revelation (21
21 Sunday .......0.0. 4. 0ies.John 1, 1-18
22 e i e e ey e Isaiah 53-
23 i vy o Hebrews 11
24 L0000 SN TR i+.I Corinthians 13
25 Christmas ... .oo... i,

.Luke- 2,120

For those who want to continue reading
the Bible ‘during ‘the last aweek' of the
year, these passages are recommended:
Dec. 26, Lulke 2.21-52; Dec. 27, John 1.19-
51, Dec. 28, Matthew 2; Dec, 29, John 16;
Dec. 30, Revelation 3; Dec. 31, Psalms 19.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

’ I

Hold faithfully a stated daily period for.
Bible reading in which you have time to
think seriously: Regular feeding develops
spiritual strength, Ii o S

Read carefully—not mechanically nor just
from ‘a sense of duty, but with mind alert, .
and if possible without interruption,

. mr - -
Read with expectation and delight, finding .
-'the personal message each day’s passage

has for you.

Read. prayerfully and slowly. Let. God
through the Bible speak directly to you.. .
Your inner response to God's message is
vital,. When He condernns, accept penitent-
ly. When He offes help, place your hope
on it, When He commands, obey. " e
He guides, follow. ;

. v : :
Reread a statement which grips you. Work
it ‘into-your life and pass it on, By your
living -out "the truth you have received
someone élse will gain the benefit, too,

, : I : :
Memorize a key verse and repeat it during
the day, or copy out a verse to carry and
refer to throughout the day.. )

@



