
 

Pentecost 
 
Fifty days after the joy of the Easter resur-
rection, we celebrate Pentecost. The 
Church year is divided into seasons based 
on the holidays and events that we cele-
brate throughout the year. The season of 
Pentecost starts near the end of May and 
goes until Advent in December. Pentecost 
is probably one of the least well-known and 
understood seasons of the Church year, 
and also the longest. But, what is Pente-

cost all about? 
 
Pentecost is a time to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to Peter 
and the other disciples. For many, it is the official start of the 
church, since so many people heard the good news on that First 
Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and joined the early Christian move-
ment. For Christians today, Pentecost is a season where we en-
deavor to bring the good news of Christ’s resurrection to all peo-
ple. You may think this means going to our neighbors and telling 
them about Jesus, or inviting them to church. That’s great, but I 
have another idea for you. 
 
How about this year for Pentecost you get a little selfish and start 
by reminding yourself of God’s good news? I believe the first step 
would be to simply realize that you are not perfect, that you don’t 
have all the right answers, that you need God. From there, I am 
certain that the Holy Spirit will do some good work, comforting 
you with the truth of God’s love for you; that you are and have al-
ways been God’s beloved child. So, no matter how you might 
choose to celebrate Pentecost, rest assured, the Holy Spirit will 
bring you the truth of God’s grace, setting you free to live life 
abundantly. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erick 
 

The Visitor 

N
O

N
-P

R
O

FIT O
R

G
A

N
IZA

TIO
N

 

U
.S. P

O
STA

G
E P

A
ID

 

N
EW

 P
R

A
G

U
E,  M

N
  5

6
0

7
1

 

P
ER

M
IT #5

1
 

H
o

ly
 T

rin
ity

’s
 S

ta
ff 

M
e

a
l M

in
is

try
:  B

e
c
k
y
 V

a
le

k
 

O
rg

a
n

is
t:  R

ita
 S

a
p
p
 

A
d

u
lt C

h
o

ir D
ire

c
to

r:  T
o

b
y
 T

h
ie

tje
 

S
O

N
S

H
IN

E
 C

h
ris

tia
n

 P
re

s
c

h
o

o
l: 

 
L

o
ri T

ie
d

e
, D

ire
c
to

r 

 
M

a
rily

n
 B

re
im

h
o

rs
t, L

e
a

d
 T

e
a
c
h

e
r 

 
S

ta
c
y
 K

iih
n

, A
s
s
is

ta
n

t T
e

a
c
h
e

r 

F
a

c
ility

 M
a

n
a

g
e

r: J
o

n
 B

e
rg

q
u
is

t 

C
u

s
to

d
ia

n
:  J

o
h

n
 M

a
la

y
, J

im
 C

o
d

y
 

N
u

rs
e

ry
 C

o
o

rd
in

a
to

r:  K
ris

te
n

 P
a

lm
a
 

M
in

is
try

 C
o

o
rd

in
a

to
r: K

a
re

n
 T

a
y
lo

r 

O
ffic

e
 M

a
n

a
g

e
r:  J

a
m

ie
 B

is
e

k
 

H
o

s
p

ita
lity

 C
o

o
rd

in
a

to
r: D

o
n

n
a

 G
a

lv
in

 

M
id

d
le

 S
c

h
o

o
l Y

o
u

th
 C

o
o

rd
in

a
to

r:  M
e

lis
s
a

 H
o

re
js

i 

S
u

n
d

a
y
 S

c
h

o
o

l C
o

o
rd

in
a

to
rs

: J
a

m
ie

 S
tic

h
a

 &
 S

a
ra

h
 B

e
c
h
e

r 

L
a

y
 V

is
ita

tio
n

 M
in

is
te

r:  M
a

rc
ia

 J
a

rre
tt 

In
te

rim
 D

ire
c

to
r o

f Y
o

u
th

 &
 F

a
m

ily
 M

in
is

try
: S

o
n

ja
 N

e
ls

o
n

 

S
e

n
io

r P
a

s
to

r:  R
e

v
. D

r. E
ric

k
 J

. T
h

o
m

p
s
o
n
 

Y
o

u
r C

h
u

rc
h

 C
o

u
n

c
il M

e
m

b
e
rs

 

P
a
t R

e
m

fe
rt—

P
re

s
id

e
n
t 

L
u
k
e
 F

rie
n
d
s
h
u

h
—

V
ic

e
-P

re
s
id

e
n
t 

S
h
a
ro

n
 B

ro
w

n
—

S
e
c
re

ta
ry

  

J
e
d
 T

ra
c
h
te

—
T

re
a
s
u
re

r  

P
a
u

l N
e

w
to

n
     J

a
s
o

n
 F

ife
 

D
e
b
 L

in
d
b
lo

m
     J

e
re

m
y
 T

o
rg

e
rs

o
n

 

N
a
te

 K
a
h

n
k
e
    D

o
u

g
 D

ie
tric

h
 

K
im

 G
a
s
s
n
e
r    D

e
a
n

 P
o
d
ra

tz
       

H
o

ly
 T

rin
ity

’s
  

 W
o

rs
h

ip
 S

c
h

e
d

u
le

 

S
u

n
d

a
y
 W

o
rs

h
ip

   9
:0

0
 a

.m
. 

 

D
is

trib
u
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 L

o
rd

’s
 S

u
p
p

e
r is

 c
e

le
b
ra

te
d
 

o
n
 th

e
 1

s
t a

n
d

 3
rd

 S
u

n
d
a

y
s
 o

f e
a
c
h
 m

o
n
th

.  A
ll 

a
re

 w
e

lc
o

m
e

 to
 th

e
 L

o
rd

’s
 T

a
b
le

. 

 C
o

ffe
e
 a

n
d
 F

e
llo

w
s
h

ip
 fo

llo
w

 S
u

n
d

a
y
’s

 w
o

rs
h

ip
  

s
e

rv
ic

e
.  

H
o

ly
 T

rin
ity

 L
u

th
e

ra
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

1
3

0
0

 M
a
in

 S
tre

e
t E

a
s
t 

N
e
w

 P
ra

g
u

e
,  M

N
  5

6
0

7
1

 

P
h

o
n

e
:  (9

5
2

) 7
5

8
-3

5
1
3

 

F
a
x

:  (9
5
2

) 7
5
8
-4

4
0

7
 

  

O
R

 C
U

R
R

E
N

T
 R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

 

Rev. Dr. Erick J. Thompson 

June 2016   Volume 35  Issue 6                                                                                                              

L
e
a

rn
 m

o
re

 a
b

o
u

t u
s

 a
t 

w
w

w
.h

o
ly

trin
ity

o
n

lin
e

.o
rg

 

Church Office 

Hours 

Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 June 5th—Celebration Sun-

day, 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall 

 June 5th—Regular Stake-

holders Meeting, 10:30 a.m.  

in Paul’s Place 
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Notes from the Finance Committee: 
 

April revenues were slightly off for the month reversing the 
first quarter trend. Typically Easter falls in April and giving 
that week tends to be strong. This year Easter fell in March 
and as reported, we saw March revenues were higher than 
expected. On the other-hand, this year April then suffered a 
shortfall from budget. The total shortfall was approximately 
$5,500. 
  

Expenses for the month were about $3,500 higher than 
budget. The biggest reason for the extra expenses was 
some additional expense in Building maintenance as well 
as cost over-runs in the Wednesday night services. The 
numbers for the Wednesday services were over-all very 
positive and those who attended really enjoyed service and 
the mid-week option. While the Wednesday services will be 
suspended over the summer they will no-doubt start again 
in September and management will work on tightening the 
expenses and still provide a quality experience. In total Ho-
ly Trinity is now approximately $10,000 behind budget for 
the year thru April. 
  
The Visioning expenses for 2016 remained in-line with 
budget. Given the slower summer period at all churches 
coupled with the costs of the Visioning, the approved short-
term financing will likely begin to be utilized within the com-
ing months. The changes related to the Visioning Strategy 
are expected to pay for themselves within 3 years so lead-
ership will steward over this financing accordingly. Please 
continue to consider the needs of the church and its mis-
sion when you review your personal giving. 
  

We are glad you have chosen to be members at Holy Trini-
ty and look forward to seeing you soon.  We hope your 
summer starts great! 
 

HTLC – Finance Committee 
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The Visitor Church Council meeting minutes, April 18, 2016 7:00pm 

Call to meeting to order at 7:00 
 
Members Present: Trachte, Torgerson, Gassner, Thompson, Fife, Dietrich, Lindblom, Podratz, Friendshuh, 
Brown, Newton 
     
Members Absent: Remfert, Kahnke 
 
Opening Devotion & Prayer– Friendshuh 
 
Approve Agenda: Motion by Trachte, 2nd by Dietrich 
 
Approve March 2016 Minutes: Approved with change to correct spelling of Pat “Mohn” not Bohn 
 

Strategic Advisory Team Update:  Joan Winn of Worship Team:  Mid-week service progressing with call committee be-
ginning search for Associate Pastor.  Attendance for Wednesday service is strong; with all ages interested.  Styles of ser-
vice finds Wednesdays more contemporary with in the future Sundays blended.  Performance platform changes being 
considered for Maundy Thursday; Good Friday has a good format.  Group is researching options to enhance the worship 
space. 
 
Lona Rookaird of Shared Ministry:  Accomplishments to date include – hired Ministry Coordinator, Karen Taylor; increase 
the visibility of Holy Trinity in the community group is planning a Rib Fest and also an annual Trunk or Treat for Hallow-
een.  Team is evaluating survey tool to learn members’ skills and talents matching them to ministry needs – spiritual 
gifts.  Lona expressed the team’s need for additional team members.  See attached. 
 
New Business  
Property Committee Update: Jed Becher updated council on the top three property needs. 
    1) Sonshine Preschool roof in need of repair it is leaking.  Cost estimate is $9,000 -  
        $11,000.  If expense is over $10,000 Pastor Thompson will call a congrega  
        tional meeting for approval. 
    2) East side of building is in need of tuck pointing.  Cost unknown; Jed Becher and  
       Jamie Bisek working on estimates. 
    3) Parking lot discussion about whether there is an eminent need to repair, replace or 
        stripe.  Question raised about the property behind State Bank which will trigger  
        improvements to HTLC drainage and entrance change.  Costs and development  
        unknown. 
Strategic Plan: Fife questioned the coordination between stakeholders because seems to be much cross over; Pastor 
Thompson said there is talking going on between the teams. 
 
Review Action & Decision Register: Fife reviewed and updated Action and Decision Register. 
 

Pastor's Report: Call Committee—Congregation approved on 4/10; Pastor is making contact with Synod and the Ministry 
Site Profile (MSP) will be circulated to council soon.  The call process could take up to a year as it is a “sellers” mar-
ket.  Council should support efforts of committee throughout process. 
 
Strategic Plan—Three biggest areas to work on include:  establishing a Communications Teams, a “Welcoming” Team, 
and HTLC’s internal systems software with new website. 
 
Program Size Church—The size of HTLC’s congregational membership is evolving the church into a “program” size 
church rather than a “pastor” centered church.  More about the programs and others in the church rather than a one-to-
one relationship with the Pastor. 
 
On April 30th presentation on “Is Islam at War with the West?” and community is invited and June 5th is Celebration Sun-
day with brunch. 
 
Treasurers Report: Trachte reported January and February giving was on budget.  Sonshine revenues are down 
$2,000.  Expenses are in line.  YTD behind about $1,000.  Cash is fine.   
 
Closing – Pastor Thompson 
Meeting Adjournment: Motion by Trachte, second by Fife  
Next Meeting: May 16, 2016 
Respectfully submitted,  Sharon Brown 

 
 

Celebration Sunday 

Please join us on Sunday, 
June 5th for worship at 9:00 

a.m. followed by  
a Celebration Sunday meal 

at 9:45 a.m. to thank the 
many volunteers that help our 
church and ministries to run 
smoothly!  We will also take 

this time to celebrate the 
goals accomplished within 
the Strategic Initiative Plan. 
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Sharon’s Council letter to the Holy Trinitarians (June 2016) 

 

Hello!  I’m Sharon Brown, one of the four new council members.  Thank you for the op-

portunity to serve you.  I have been a member of Holy Trinity since 2009, and grateful 

for the outcome of the transition.  I live in New Prague with my partner, Jenna Tuma, 

and our two dogs, Coco and Bernie.  My young adult sons, Darren and Chandler live in 

Waseca.  We have two grandchildren, Ameliya (2 ½ years old), and Grayson (10 

months old). 

This is my first council member letter and I prayed for God to help me discern what to 

write about.  With His help, I’ve decided to reflect on how amazing our church is.  What 

makes our church community so great? 

The leadership of Holy Trinity is creating an environment where God’s grace is shining 

through.  We have so much to celebrate with the Strategic Plan implementation.  Im-

provements are all around us, such as the enhancements to the worship space, new 

ministry coordination, interim youth pastor and formation of a call committee to search 

for an associate pastor, continued outreach initiatives, successful Wednesday night ser-

vices and meals, and building updates.  The eight stakeholders and team members will 

continue their work through the summer and Council will update the congregation on 

accomplishments.  One event to put on your calendar is our 1st annual signature com-

munity event: Rib Fest on July 29th.  Invite your friends and relatives to join us for a 

good time!   

God is guiding us to be a welcoming church where all can feel safe and invited.  This is 

evident as I walked into church Sunday morning and joined others in the narthex.  

There was so much energy in the air.  People were catching up with one another enjoy-

ing laughter and hugs.  What a terrific way to start worship!  The energy carried through 

into service with so many collective voices singing hymns and saying prayers.   

With the start of summer, find time to enjoy your family – maybe escape to a favorite lo-

cation or search out a new destination.  Perhaps visit another church and let us know 

what you learn. Through God’s calling, He is helping us to work as a united group, cre-

ating vibrancy and equipping us to spread the good news well into the future.  Thank 

you so much for all you do. 

Peace, 

Sharon Brown 

AMAZING GRAYS 

(SENIOR COFFEE) 

meets every 

 Wednesday at  

9:00 a.m.  

In a Health Care Facility.. 

Georgia Franz 

Ellen Niski 

Barb Loebner 

In Our Prayers… 

Bonnie Tupy, Bev Horejsi, Laurie Tolzmann,  

Marie Sandey  

Please inform the church office of any ill-

nesses,  hospitalizations, or prayer re-

quests.   

Call the church office if you would like a vis-

it from Pastor Erick. 

In Our Prayers 

 

All are welcome to Amazing Grays (senior coffee). 
We get together every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m., 
and enjoy a monthly road trip outing, usually on the 
first Thursday of each month. 

 

Suggestions for topics at the weekly get-together 
and monthly road trip events are encouraged and 
welcome! 

May was another fun month for our group. 
We had excellent attendance at our Wednesday 
coffee hours, and a large group en-
joyed a luncheon outing to Chianti Grill in Burns-
ville on May 5th. 

Our June road trip will take us to Owatonna where 
we will tour the Orphanage Museum and have lunch 
at The Kernel Restaurant (local establishment, 
homemade cooking). The date is: Thursday, June 
2nd; the cost of the tour is $7.00. We will leave from 
church at 9:30 and plan to be back in New Prague 
by 3:30. The sign-up sheet is on the back bulletin 
board. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

will be on Sunday, June 12th after 

9:00 a.m. service, to vote on mov-

ing the Annual Meeting to the last 

Sunday in January 

                   Book Nook 

 

“Come visit our Book Nook!” We just received many new books!! Paperbacks are 

$0.50 and hard cover $0.75 (adult). All children’s books are $0.25 and divided into pre

-school, grade school, and teens. We are also looking for Christmas or Winter books, 

if you have any to contribute. They will be going in our Christmas sale in November.  

Thank you,  Karen Hoylo 
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Middle School Youth Group 

The Middle School Youth Group had a blast at all of our activities this past year and are in planning mode now for 
fall. There are no events planned for summer. If you are interested in being a mentor for these awesome kids, con-
tact Sonja or Melissa. Melissa will be looking for adults (any member of the congregation welcome) to help out in 
various roles next year so please consider this.  

Remember to find ways to share your time and talents this summer... Go for a walk with friends, help out at the 
Rib Fest or VBS, volunteer at Hope House or Feed My Starving Children, or just be a good friend. We can all be 
good disciples!  

Questions? Contact Melissa Horejsi at 952-215-4340 or melissahorejsi@yahoo.com or Sonja Nelson at 952-758-
3513 or youth@holytrinityonline.org 

Have a wonderful summer, stay safe, and see you in September!  

 

We just completed another fabulous year at Sonshine Preschool!  

There were many highlights this year such as a trip to Barten 

Pumpkins, a trip to Stages Theatre, Donuts with Dad, Muffins with 

Mom, our Christmas Program, Grandparents Day, Bike Day, and 

a tour of Papa Murphy’s just to name a few. 

We are offering a preschool summer camp this year with Week One being “Mini Minneso-

tans” and Week Two “Nature Explorers.” The camp takes place May 31-June 2, and June 

6-8. 

Spots are filling for the 2016-2017 school year! Our Tuesday/Thursday morning class is 

almost full! We still have spots in our Monday/Wednesday Pre-K class. New next year will 

be our Tuesday evening preschool class for children ages 3-5. This is a great opportunity 

for working parents who are unable to get their child to a morning class. We would love 

more kids to join us!  If you are thinking about enrolling your child in Sonshine Preschool, 

please let us know and we would be happy to meet with you, give you a tour, and answer 

any questions you may have. 

Lori Tiede 
Director of Sonshine Preschool 
lorit@holytrinityonline.org of 952-758-3513 
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Visitation Ministry 

Ahh Spring and the busy month of May! May Day, or as I know it, May basket Day, is a day of fun to de-

liver homemade May baskets filled with popcorn and candy to friends.  

Once again, Kristen Palma and the Sunday School children have outdone themselves making beautiful 

May Day baskets with homemade flowers in them. I have delivered them to all the homebound people 

that I visit. They loved these just as much as they loved the homemade Valentines!! Thank you, Kristen 

and all the Sunday School children, for remembering all those who are homebound with the beautiful 

May Day baskets. 

Also in May is Mother’s Day, which means cards, flowers, and family gatherings. Armed Forces Day 

and Memorial Day are when we fly the flag and decorate the graves of loved ones but especially those 

who served in the military. We also have family get-togethers, BBQ’s, a weekend camping trip, or time 

at the cabin. 

Let’s not forget Ascension Day—the our Lord and Savior ascended into Heaven!  

May 15, 2016 was Memorial Police Officers Day for the fallen officers in Minnesota. God Bless our Po-

lice Officers and Military Personnel who put their lives on the line everyday so we can live in peace and 

safety. 

Marcia Jarrett, Lay Visitation Minister 

Once Upon A Pew Corner 

When my son was little, I had a difficult time controlling him in church. During one Sun-

day service, in order to keep him occupied, I decided to let him take the strings out of 

my shoes. He had so much fun taking them out and putting them back in, I thought I had 

discovered something at last! Toward the end of the sermon, I looked over at him and 

didn’t see my strings anywhere. He had thrown them out into the center aisle and was 

laughing with the people that saw him do it. 

 

Reprinted by permission of the author, Ken Alley, in Once Upon A Pew.  

mailto:lorit@holytrinityonline.org


Keep calm...it’s Summer Time! 

Aaahhh.  It’s that time of year.  School is out, the sun is warmer and the days feel longer.  With 
any change of season, routines change.  Sometimes, we get busier and sometimes, life slows 
down.  Regardless of the season, God is always present and calling us to do His work.  

Speaking of doing God’s work, you should have received a letter regarding Celebration Sunday 
on June 5th.  We will start with worship at 9:00 a.m. followed by a celebratory brunch at 9:45 
a.m. to recognize our volunteers and highlight the successes of our Strategic Plan.  We would 
like to acknowledge the progress we have made towards reaching out to new people and bring-
ing the good news to them.  We want to rejoice in the fact that we are a growing church, with 
more people hearing the good news of God’s great love for them than ever before.  And, we 
want to celebrate all of the new ministries that are taking shape here at Holy Trinity.   

Two exciting things about this summer at Holy Trinity are VBS and Rib Fest.  Both of these 
events are targeted to reach beyond the walls of Holy Trinity and invite non-members to see 
what we are all about.  God’s call to us doesn’t stop when we leave the church building…God’s 
call starts when we leave the building!  We want New Prague to understand that when Holy 
Trinity hosts an event, it is something not to be missed.  So, where is God calling you?  Where 
can you assist in our mission to reach out to the community? 

This summer, I ask that you prayerfully consider serving God with 
your time. There are so many wonderful opportunities for you to 
spread God’s Good News to our community. Vacation Bible 
School is looking for Crew Leaders the week of July 25 - 29. Rib 
Fest is looking for people to help in a variety of ways on Friday, 
July 29th. Check out our “Sign-up Genius” website at 
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549acaa2da6fb6-ribfest.  You 
may have already received an email with the various opportunities 
available. Our goal is to make both of these events something that 
the entire community of New Prague looks forward to year after 
year. You can be a part of this story of success! 

If you have any questions about the upcoming events or would like to give your gift of service, 
please contact me at volunteer@holytrinityonline.org. 

Blessings, 
Karen Taylor 
Ministry Coordinator 

High School Urban Plunge 

Have a great 24 hours PLUNGE into fun, service, and God on 

July 17-18!  Students entering 9th grade (that’s current 8th 

grade students), through 12th grade will spend the 24 hours 

serving in the urban areas of Minneapolis and St Paul and 

learning how God has called us to help people.  The cost is 

$50 which includes transportation, food, and housing.  We will 

be going through an organization called Latreia, 

www.latreia.org.  For more information contact Sonja Nelson, 

Karen Taylor or visit the website to register,    

           www.holytrinityonline.org. 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Thank You to Sunday School Leaders 

Sunday School is a team effort with volunteers leading music and classrooms. Thank you 

to Jamie Sticha and Sarah Becher who coordinate the team of volunteers every Sunday 

morning. Sunday School is a wonderful ministry of the church and we thank all the volun-

teers who care and love the children. 

 

Peace, 

Sonja Nelson 

Interim Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
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Verse of the Day 

Luke 1:54-55 

“He has helped his servant Israel,in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

 

Provided by Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016 
 

Borrow and Give 

Expedition Norway is not just VBS—it’s an EXPERIENCE. To help with the experience, we decorate and 
create welcoming spaces for the children. Beginning at the end of June, we will be asking for items to 
borrow and items to be donated. These items will include Christmas trees to borrow and snacks to do-
nate. Watch for the sign-up in the Narthex. Here is a preview of some of the items we are looking to bor-
row: reindeer/cow bells (medium size), wooden reindeer decorations (such as Christmas decorations), 
small kayak, medium-sized Christmas trees (3 – 6 ft), white Christmas lights, Norway flags, and snow 
shoes. 

 

Caring Adults NEEDED! 

Crew Leaders have an important role at VBS—the Leader spends the morning playing, helping and 
having fun with 8 or 9 children. The children are broken up into small groups—Crews—with one adult or 
high school leader and one middle school leader. The adult Crew Leader brings the children to the Bible 
Experience Station, the Snack Station, the Game Station, and the Experience Norway Station. Being a 
Crew Leader requires no prep and no lesson planning, just spending time with children. A Crew Lead-
er’s main role is to encourage the children to have fun and learn about God in a safe environment. 

 

Important Help in the “Background” 

Do you want to help the children but are not quite sure how? Adults can help before, during, and after 
VBS with set up, clean up, snacks, and prep work. A few areas where you can volunteer include: 

-prep name tags -registration check-in (Monday only)  -snacks during the week—help prep 

-decorate rooms -greeters (make sure people get to the right place) 

-clean up at the end of the week. 

If you are interested in helping the VBS program or have questions, please contact Sonja Nelson at 
church 952-758-3513 or at youth@holytrinityonline.org. 

Holy Trinity Vacation Bible School 

July 25—29, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Cost: $10 per child, maximum $25 per family 

Registration at Holy Trinity website: www.holytrinityonline.org 

Mission Outreach Corner—from Pat Mohn 

 

 

Franciscan International Award 

We are pleased to announce that the 2016 recipient of the Franciscan Internation-

al Award will be Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative, a collaborative organ-

ization of churches that seek to end homelessness through housing. The Fami-

lies Moving Forward shelter program, and public advocacy includes The Hope 

House that Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and other churches in our area support.  

Since 2003, Beacon has created or preserved almost 500 homes for 800 people, 

families, youth, and adults. By 2020, Beacon hopes to provide 1000 homes for 

people in need. Through the Families Moving Forward program, in which Francis-

can Retreats and Spirituality Center participates with the Church of St. Michael 

Prior Lake, families experiencing homelessness are provided hospitality, emer-

gency shelter, and a path to a home with support for stability. Beacon advocates 

for affordable housing in a variety of ways, especially in the legislative process. 

Since 1959, The Franciscan International Award has honored men, women and 

organizations who symbolize the spirit and the apostolic zeal of St. Francis of As-

sisi. Previous recipients of the award include: Dr. Billy Graham for True Ecu-

menism (1972); Dr. Mildred Jefferson, M.D. - as a leader in the Pro-Life 

Movement (1978); Habitat for Humanity - for making available housing for 

the poor (1999); Sister Helen Prejean - for being an advocate for those on 

death row, their victims, their families, and the families of their victims 

(2003) and Fran Heitzman, the founder of Bridging for helping families to fur-

nish homes with hope (2014). 

 

For 58 years the Franciscan International Award Dinner has been an opportunity 

for retreatants and friends of the retreat house to gather and honor an individual 

or organization that represents the spirit and ideals of St. Francis of Assisi. Since 

this is the 50th Anniversary of the Retreat House’s establishment in Prior 

Lake, we are extending a special invitation to friends old and new to be present 

for the Franciscan International Award Dinner. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
     4 

9:00 am A.A. 

7:30 pm A.A. 

5 

6    7:30am Choir Practice 

8:30 am Worship 

9:15am  Sunday School 

9:30 am Middle School Youth 

9:30 am  Fireside Chat 

10:30am Worship 

5:00 pm Service of Remembrance 

7:00 pm A.A. 

7   10:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA-New Pra-

gue 

6:30 pm Girls Scouts 

Troop 25220—Room 205A 

6:30 pm Lion’s Den—

Room 205B 

8:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

   11 

9:00 am A.A. 

1:00 pm Ladies Sewing 

Group 

5:00 pm Parent’s Night Out 

Event 

7:30 pm A.A. 

12 

1:00 pm Sunday 

School Christmas 

Program Practice 

13   7:30am Choir Practice 

8:30 am Worship 

9:15am  Sunday School 

9:30 am Middle School Youth 

9:30 am  Fireside Chat 

10:30am Worship—Sunday 

School Christmas Program 

7:00 pm A.A. 

14 

10:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA—New 

Prague 

6:30 pm Executive Board 

8:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

   18 

9:00 am A.A. 

11:00am Sonshine Christ-

mas Program 

7:30 pm A.A. 

19 

20  7:30am Choir Practice 

8:30 am Worship 

9:15am  Sunday School 

9:30 am Middle School Youth 

9:40 am Adult Ed 

10:30am Worship 

7:00 pm A.A. 

21  12:30 pm Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA—New 

Prague 

6:30 pm Girls Scouts 

Troop 25220—Room 205A 

7:00 pm Church Council 

8:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

   25        

 

26 

27  

7:30am Choir Practice 

8:30 am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

7:00 pm A.A. 

 

Pastor Erick Vacation 

28 

10:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA—New Prague 

8:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

 

 

 

Pastor Erick Vacation 

     

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
   1 

9:00 am Senior Coffee Hour 

7:00 pm Call Committee 

Meeting—Paul’s Place 

 

2 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 am Amazing Grays Road    

Trip 

6:00 pm Cub Scouts Pack 323 

Webelous Den 1—Room 205A 

8:00 pm A.A. 

3 

9:00 am A.A. 

7:30 pm A.A. 

4 

5  

9:00 am Worship 

9:45 am Celebration Sunday 

10:30 am Regular Stakeholders 

Meeting  

7:00 pm A.A 

6 

11:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA-New Prague 

6:30 pm Lion Den—Room 

205B 

7:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

7 

6:30 pm Committee Meet-

ings 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts Tiger 

Den 3—Room 205B 

7:00 pm Cub Scouts Den 

21—FH 

8 

9:00 am Senior Coffee Hour 

9 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study  

9:00 am Sarah’s Bible Study 

2:30 pm Mala Strana 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts Den 4- Room 

205A 

7:00 pm Cub Scouts Den 14—

Youth Room 

8:00 pm A.A. 

10 

9:00 am A.A. 

1:00 pm Ladies Sewing 

Group 

7:30 pm A.A. 

11 

12 

9:00 am Worship—Baptism 

7:00 pm A.A 

13 

11:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA—New Prague 

6:30 pm Girls Scouts Troop 

25220—Room 205A 

6:30 pm Executive Committee 

7:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

14 15 

9:00 am Senior Coffee Hour 

16 
 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts Den 7—

Youth Room 

8:00 pm A.A. 

17 

9:00 am A.A. 

7:30 pm A.A. 

18 

19 

9:00 am Worship 

7:00 pm A.A 

20  

12:30 pm All Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA—New Prague 

7:00 pm Church Council 

7:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

21 

7:00 pm Cub Scouts Den 

21—FH 

22 

9:00 am Senior Coffee Hour 

23 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

8:00 pm A.A. 

24 

9:00 am A.A. 

1:00 pm Ladies Sewing 

Group 

7:30 pm A.A. 

25 

26 

9:00 am Worship 

7:00 pm A.A 

27 

11:00 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm CODA-New Prague 

6:30 pm Girls Scouts Troop 

25220—Room 205A 

7:00 pm A.A. & Al-Anon 

28 

6:30 pm Cub Scouts Pack 323 

–FH 

7:00 pm LGBT Support 

29 

9:00 am Senior Coffee Hour 

30 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

8:00 pm A.A. 

  



June 2016 Worship Assistants 
 

USHERS  
Head Usher – Jerry Privratsky 
Jim Heckenlaible             Matthew Putz 
Bob Nelson                       
Mike Rademacher 
 

GREETERS   
June 5   (Front & South Door) 
9:00 Jeremy & Tracy Torgerson  
 
June 12  (Front & South Door) 
9:00 Charles More and Shari Nytes 
 
June 19   (Front & South Door) 
9:00 Chad & Jenny Bakke 
 
June 26   (Front & South Door) 
9:00 Bruce & Shelly Reimers 

 

READERS 
June 5 
9:00 Kristin DeLuca 
June 12  
9:00 Matthew Putz 
June 19 
9:00 Kerry Heckenlaible 
June 26 
9:00 Marcia Jarrett 

 

COUNCIL PERSON  
June 5         Pat Remfert 
June 12   Jeremy Torgerson 
June 19       Luke Friendshuh 
June 26       Jed Trachte 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
June 5 
9:00 Darcey & Jay Schoenebeck, Susan 

Welcome 
June 19  
9:00 Jim & JoAnn Olson,  Sarah & Jed Becher, 

Mary Turek, Janae & Mandi Becher (basket 
holders) 

 

 

OFFERING COUNTERS    
June 5      Sandy Schoenecker and Carrie DeValk 
June 12  Dennis Jasperson and Renee Dietrich 
June 19    Sue Marquardt and Tammy Kajer 
June 26  Carrie Kitner and Dan Popple 
 

POWERPOINT RUNNERS  
June 5 
9:00 Brady Bouffleur  
June 12  
9:00 Sue Gilles  
June 19 
9:00 Jenna Tuma 
June 26 
9:00 Bret Kitner 
 

RADIO BROADCAST  
June 5    Pat & Deb O’Malley 
June 12  Dr. Tim & Deb Miller  
June 19    Jim Dyslin  
June 26  Dan & Lona Rookaird 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Thank you for sharing your gift of service!  Your 

presence makes our house warm and welcoming to 

all who enter our doors.  You are appreciated! 



July 2016 Worship Assistants 
 

     Church Service is at 9:00 a.m. 

USHERS  
Head Usher  –  

Bob Gullickson                      George Winn 

Audre Johnson                      Dan Popple 

Tim Thorp 

 

GREETERS   

July 3   (Front & South Door) 

Deb & Tom Lindblom 
 

July 10   (Front & South Door) 

Pat & Bennie Remfert 
 

July 17   (Front & South Door) 

Nancy Slechta and Shari Nytes 
 

July 24   (Front & South Door) 

Jim & Kerry Heckenlaible 
 

July 31   (Front & South Door) 

Len & Mary Turek 

 

READERS 
July 3      Eunice Anderson-Webb 

July 10    Marcia Jarrett 

July 17    Tim Miller 

July 24      Kerry Heckenlaible  

July 31     Lou Berquam 
 

COUNCIL PERSON  

July 3    Deb Lindblom 

July 10   Pat Remfert 

July 17    Luke Friendshuh 

July 24     Deb Lindblom 

July 31     Jeremy Torgerson 

 

 

 
 

 

 

       Church Service is at 9:00 a.m. 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
July 3      Deb & Tom Lindblom, Susan Welcome 

July 17 Dean & Ana Podratz, Pat & Deb O’Malley 

Isabel & Isaiah Podratz (basket holders) 

OFFERING COUNTERS    

July 3    Sandy Schoenecker and Carrie DeValk 

July 10   Renee Dietrich and Carrie Kitner 

July 17    Julie Popple and Nancy Slechta 

July 24     Carrie Kitner and Dan Popple 

July 31     Sue Marquardt and Tammy Kajer 

POWERPOINT RUNNERS  
July 3   Abby Lindblom  

July 10   Joe/John Taylor  

July 17    Tristan Friendshuh 

July 24     Bret/Lauren Kitner 

July 31       Dirk Berger 

RADIO BROADCAST  

July 3    Jim &Kerry Heckenlaible 

July 10   Jim Dyslin 

July 17    Jake & Kareen Jacobson 

July 24      

July 31        Larry & Sande Schoenecker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 
Thank you for sharing your gift of service!  Your 

presence makes our house warm and welcoming to 

all who enter our doors.  You are appreciated! 



  

Coming to a parking lot near you! 
 

FOOD          FAMILY FUN       FELLOWSHIP 

LIVE MUSIC      BEER GARDEN 

KIDS’ ACTIVITIES 

  

  

You are invited to Holy Trinity’s 1st Annual Rib Fest!  This is a community-wide 

event that will be held in the parking lot of Holy Trinity as a celebration to the 

end of VBS.  Ticket sales begin Sunday, June 5th.  Prices - $15 Meal – Ribs/Pulled 

Pork Sandwich, three sides and a cookie.  $5 Hot Dog Meal -- Hot dog, chips, 

vegies & a cookie.  Family fun includes bouncy house, face painting, side walk 

art and much more!  Proceeds will benefit a local charity. 

Help us to make this community event a success! We have opportunities for food & 

beverage servers, ticket sales, security, first aid station and set-up & clean-up crew 

workers.  Please contact Karen Taylor, Ministry Coordinator, if you are interested.  

volunteer@holytrinityonline.org  

mailto:volunteer@holytrinityonline.org

